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capable a group as the Junto which governed the Whigs; few would have perceived so clearly the strength which could be gained by an alliance with the Queen, or would have been willing and able to undertake the irksome and delicate task of securing and retaining her confidence.
The elections of 1705 had resulted in favour of the Whigs, and to this fact is undoubtedly due the first differences between Harley and the Lord Treasurer, which are visible in the spring of 1706, when a distinct cleavage of their views upon an important point of parliamentary support occurred. The Queen's servants, Godolphin states in a letter to Harley (the 22nd of March),1 numbered 100 in the House of Commons, the Tories 190, and the Whigs 160. Then, asked the Lord Treasurer, was it the best course to rely on the Whigs, who had been supporting the Administration, or on the Tories, who were apparently adverse to it? He decided that Ministers should keep the 160 and rely on obtaining some stragglers from the 190, who, when "they found themselves disappointed, would willingly make a little fair weather again.1'
In other words, Godolphin now threw himself distinctly on to the side of the Whigs. But Harley had joined the Cabinet inclining to the Tories. He well knew that the Queen had a personal pre-
ference for them, and though he was always longing
.
* Harley Papers, ii. 291.